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onstruction has begun on The 
University of Texas at Brownsville 
and Texas Southmost College’s 
$25 million performing arts and 
music education center. The center 
is a new home for the university’s 
award-winning music programs and a new reason 
to celebrate for Rio Grande Valley arts patrons.
When work is complete in late 2009, the 
two-story, 49,887-square-foot Arts Center will 
include an 808-seat performance hall and a stage 
designed for large-scale operas, orchestra, dance 
and theater productions.
Voters in the TSC taxing district approved bonds 
in 2004 that are covering $18 million of the project. 
The university is raising the remaining $6.7 million 
from private corporations, foundations and donors.
Major donations from Gloria and James 
Zellerbach, Perla and Dr. Roberto Robles and 
IBC Bank lead the way.
President Dr. Juliet V. García said The Arts 









The University Of Texas at Brownsville and Texas Southmost College
its nautilus-inspired design — will usher in a “new 
cultural revival” in a community whose love affair 
with the arts stretches back more than 125 years.
“What took you so long?” was the Zellerbachs 
reply when university officials first approached the 
longtime arts patrons about becoming major Arts 
Center donors. 
A friend of the university’s Bravo Opera Company 
since its inception, Zellerbach said he is eager to 
give all the university’s talented performers the 
home they have worked for with every perfor-
mance, competition and achievement.
“From the time I heard about The Arts Center 
I had already made up my mind,” said the retired 
businessman, still lively and outspoken at the age 
of 90. “You not only have to have good voices and 
good musicians, you also must have a place to 
showcase them. This is certainly a step toward build-
ing Brownsville’s reputation as a cultural center.” 
·        Cost: $25 million 
·        Completion: 2009
·        49,887 sq.-ft.
·        808-seat performance hall
·        Stage that  accommodates up 
 to 150 people
·        Two rehearsal halls
·        A patrons’ room and terrace
·        Five teaching studios
·        First-floor lobby visual 
 arts gallery
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he University of Texas at Brownsville 
and Texas Southmost College’s 
newest Distinguished Alumni 
include a former migrant worker 
who became a ground-breaking 
Hispanic educator and a physician 
who helped found Texas A&M Health Science 
Center’s School of Rural 
Public Health.  
Dr. Ruben Gallegos 
described past recipients 
of the Distinguished 
Alumnus Award as “su-
per-human.” Gallegos 
added, “It makes it very hard for me to be in that 
category, but I definitely welcome the honor.”             
Born into a large family in El Calaboz, Gallegos 
picked cantaloupe and took engineering classes 
at TSC. “We were working in the fields in the 
summers so we could have money for clothes 
for school,” Gallegos said. “My parents always 
emphasized the importance of getting an 
education, and I wanted to go to school, finish 
high school and go to college. I owe a lot to Texas 
Southmost College.”
Despite modest beginnings, he went on to receive 
a master’s degree and education doctorate from 
East Texas State University.               
His three decades of service in Texas schools began 
in Brownsville, where he first taught fifth grade at 
the age of 20. He eventually became the first principal 
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of the Brownsville Migrant School and the first 
Hispanic assistant superintendent in 1971.             
In 1972, Gallegos became the first Hispanic 
assistant superintendent of the Dallas school system 
and, in 1976, the first Hispanic superintendent 
in Edinburg. Gallegos also taught at what is now 
UTB/TSC, where his education students rou-
tinely excelled at state 
licensing tests.
Gallegos retired in 
1993 but has remained 
active in education, 
including as namesake 
for Dr. Ruben Gallegos 
Elementary in Brownsville. He also heads an 
international education agency that works with 
undocumented children who are apprehended by 
immigration officials.                 
Dr. Ciro Valent Sumaya, who said he was 
“caught by surprise” and “extremely happy” with 
his alumnus award, attended TSC in 1959 and 
1960, before finishing as a Phi Beta Kappa graduate 
of The University of Texas at Austin.
“Starting at TSC helped me grow . . . both in 
maturity as well as earn a quality education,” 
Sumaya said. “I transferred everything satisfactorily 
to UT-Austin. I had no problems whatsoever 
and I think that testifies to the quality of education 
that was going on at that time. So it was a very 
good decision to stay and go to TSC.”
His career in Texas and Washington has ranged 
“Starting at Texas Southmost College helped me grow . . . both in maturity as well 
as earn a quality education.” - Dr. Ciro Valent Sumaya
from medical research in pediatric viral infections 
and national health policy to becoming founding 
dean of the School of Rural Public Health at Texas 
A&M Health Science Center.       
Sumaya attended medical school at the University 
of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston, interned 
at the University of Southern California and was 
a pediatric resident at St. Christopher’s Hospital 
for Children in Philadelphia.           
He studied children’s infectious diseases as a 
postgraduate fellow at Tulane University and 
also earned a master’s degree in public health and 
tropical medicine there.  
Before joining Texas A&M in 1997, Sumaya 
was a professor and researcher at University of 
California at Los Angeles and served as associate 
medical dean at The University of Texas Health 
Science Center at San Antonio, where he estab-
lished the South Texas Health Research Center. 
An appointment in 1993 to the Presidential 
Task Force on National Health Care Reform first 
brought him to Washington, where he later headed 
programs dealing with healthcare delivery and 
health professions education.
We invite you to bring to our attention deserving 
candidates for the Distinguished Alumnus Award.
To request a nomination form, contact the Division of 
Institutional Advancement at (956) 882-4322.
deadline: november 1, 2008
“I wanted to go to school, finish 
high school and go to college. I owe a 
lot to Texas Southmost College.”
-Dr. Ruben Gallegos
“They are not the same. Once you have a degree 
here in the U.S., your opportunities grow expo-
nentially.”
Guzman put hours of research and practice into 
his lecture-recital, which he presented on Pol-
ish composer Frederic Chopin and the time he 
spent composing works in Majorca, Spain, in the 
1830s.
Guzman grew up in Ciudad 
Victoria and attended a music 
conservatory in Toluca, Mexico, 
when he was 17. 
He enrolled at UTB/TSC in 
fall 2000 and began studying 
for a Bachelor of Music in Music 
Education, which he received 
in May 2004. Guzman also be-
gan working with the campus Music Academy in 
summer 2002. 
 “The environment is great and it’s always a plea-
sure to come every day and work,” he said. 
Guzman hopes to one day get a doctorate de-
gree. But, in the meantime, he said he wants to 
relax and enjoy teaching and playing his favorite 
instrument at the university.
he Guzman family of Ciudad Victo-
ria, Tamaulipas, Mexico, saw early 
on that their sons needed to channel 
their energy into activities rather 
than each other.
Typical brothers only a year apart, Saulo and 
Uzziel’s sibling skirmishes led their parents to 
get them involved in English, 
piano and guitar lessons. 
Something little brother 
Uzziel retained was his skills 
in piano, which flourished 
since he began at six years old.
 Today, Uzziel is a University 
of Texas at Brownsville and 
Texas Southmost College lec-
turer, piano instructor, accom-
panist for the Master Chorale and director of the 
Patron of the Arts Series. Along with his work he 
is also the first recipient of the university’s Master 
of Music in Music Education, which he received 
at the 2008 spring commencement.
“Education in Mexico is very good, and I have 
nothing wrong to say about it…The problem is 
the opportunities are like night and day,” he said. 
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The couple already supports the arts with everything 
from endowed scholarships to contributions for 
costumes and scenery. James Zellerbach also has 
donated his talent over the years to create a priceless 
video archive of Bravo Opera Company productions 
— from “The Mikado” to “The Magic Flute.” 
With its curved outer walls and graceful arches, 
The Arts Center will provide acoustically designed 
rehearsal, performance and teaching space. A first-
floor lobby gallery will serve as a venue for student 
and guest art exhibits. One-time science labs in 
Eidman Hall and the Music Building will be left 
behind for what is being described as the finest 
education, practice and performance hall south of 
San Antonio.
Robles, a TSC trustee and longtime arts patron, 
is donating money to name teaching Studio E, one 
of five planned for The Arts Center. The Zeller-
bachs will sponsor the pre-performance “Green 
Room.” IBC’s generous $50,000 gift will sponsor 
the orchestra pit.
Dr. Michael Quantz, professor, predicted the 
center will open exciting new possibilities for 
culture in Brownsville and will become a place 
“where awareness and beauty are nurtured…and 
where we can celebrate the best in us, together.”
Zellerbach encouraged other arts patrons to 
help bring this vision to life. 
“If we care about our community, we want to 
enhance it,” he said. “I just feel it’s the right thing to do.”
Studio Red Architects of Houston designed the 
center, and Skanska USA is overseeing construction.
Continued from front page
gRAdUAtE MAkES MUSiC 
pRogRAM hiStoRy
Interior Spaces      Naming Level
Performance Hall  $3,000,000
Lobby Gallery   $1,000,000
Patrons’ Room & Terrace $1,000,000
Stage $500,000
Second Floor Lobby  $500,000
Large Rehearsal Hall $500,000
Medium Rehearsal Hall  $250,000
East Stage Wing  $100,000
Interior Spaces      Naming Level
West Stage Wing $100,000
Green Room  NAMED
Orchestra Pit NAMED
Teaching Studio (A, B, C, D) $50,000
Parterre Box (A-F) $50,000
Balcony Box (G-O)  $50,000
Concessions $25,000
Consider a lasting gift for the fine arts at Utb/tSC
Philanthropists Perla and 
Dr. Roberto Robles announce their gift
Would you be interested in the idea of a rehearsal hall named after you where the next jazz legend is being 
trained? How would you feel if your name, or the name of a loved one, became associated with the stage where a 
future Carnegie Hall headliner got their start? The Arts Center has a place for your name. Consider a lasting gift 
that permanently associates the name of your choice with the Fine Arts at UTB/TSC. Naming Opportunities in 
The Arts Center are More Than You Imagine! There are several levels of giving available.
* All namings are subject to Texas Southmost College Board of Trustees acceptance.
If you are interested in a naming opportunity, contact the Division of Institutional Advancement at (956) 882-4322.
lEvElS of giving
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rom one of the world’s most religious 
places to one of the most ancient, The 
University of Texas at Brownsville and 
Texas Southmost College music pro-
grams are hoping to enrapture the globe in their 
performance.
Next spring, the UTB/TSC Master Chorale and 
Mariachi Escorpion will travel to the Vatican in 
Rome and China, respectively, on musical tours. 
“This is truly a once in a lifetime opportunity,” 
said Master Chorale Director Dianne Brumley. 
“Many people might get to go to Italy and perform 
in some of the churches and beautiful venues, but 
few have the opportunity to perform at the throne 
altar of St. Peter’s Basilica.”
Still energized from their Ireland tour in March 
2007, the Chorale members had heard rumors of 
another tour in the works because of their accom-
plished performances during St. Patrick’s Day 
celebrations in the Emerald Isle but they were 
shocked and excited to hear they would sing in St. 
Peter’s Basilica in March 2009.
“What else could we possibly do that could top 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral in Dublin?” said sopho-
more Chorale member Dyandra Edwards. “This 
tops it for me. Not only do I get to go to Rome, 
but I get to go to the Vatican and actually sing in 
St. Peter’s and not many people can say that.”
Also preparing their passports for a May tour are 
15 members of the world-renowned Mariachi Escor-
pion, who were recently invited to perform at several 
musical conservatories and universities in China. 
“I felt incredulous, at first, but overjoyed at the 
great opportunity,” said Director Antonio Briseno 
after their invitation from the World American 
Cultural Exchanges and Chinese universities.
The group, in its tenth year, grew from an en-
semble with two violins and ten guitars to a well 
tuned award-winning mariachi ensemble that has 
traveled to Tucson, Ariz.; Albuquerque, N.M. 
and Washington, D.C., for the inauguration of 
President George W. Bush in 2005.  
They also have been invited five times to the 
prestigious Encuentro del Mariachi y la Charreria 
in Guadalajara, Jalisco, Mexico.
“We are looking forward to spreading the joy of 
our music to a country that is so rich in its own 
history and culture and we are so fortunate to be 
given this opportunity to go to a place that has so 
much to offer,” Briseno said.
Jim Mills is an assistant master technical in-
structor in the history department at The University of 
Texas at Brownsville and Texas Southmost College 
and is the recipient of the 2008 Chancellor’s Coun-
cil Outstanding Teaching Excellence Award.
Mills was honored during the 2008 Distinguished 
Guests Ceremony Friday, May 9, by receiving the 
Chancellor’s Council Outstanding Teaching Ex-
cellence Award medal. 
“What an honor to be recognized for something 
I enjoy doing, teaching students,” Mills said. “I am 
also honored to work with my fellow professors, who 
are my mentors and whom I admire so much.”
The Brownsville native joined the university in 1997 
as an adjunct professor. He became a lecturer in 2000 
and moved up to his current position in 2005.
He teaches courses focused on the history of Texas, 
the United States and Spain and the development of 
modern America. Mills also teaches in the Math-
ematics and Science Academy and serves on the 
UTB/TSC Library Committee.
Mills has presented research on American military 
occupation in Matamoros and hurricanes coming 
ashore in the Lower Rio Grande Valley.
Mills leads walking tours of Fort Brown and down-
town Brownsville, has been a judge for Brownsville 
Lopez High School’s National History Day and 
made historical relic donations to UTB/TSC and 
the Historic Brownsville Museum.
In the halls that hosted musical legend 
Quincy Jones and Grammy Award-winning 
Herbie Hancock, The University of Texas at 
Brownsville and Texas Southmost College One 
O’clock Jazz Band wowed judges at one of the 
nation’s  most prestigious musical festivals.
“We got straight ones (superior ratings) from 
all the judges,” said Director Terry Tomlin about 
the band’s results from a performance at the 50th 
Annual Collegiate Jazz Festival at the University 
of Notre Dame, in February. “Nine members of 
the band received outstanding recognition certifi-
cates, the best we have ever done there.”
Dan Morgenstern with Downbeat Magazine, 
one of the judges, congratulated the band for their 
excellence and said, “This is one of 
the times that, as a judge, I would 
like to hear more just for the 
musical quality of the band.”
jAzz bAnd pERfoRMS At 
notRE dAME
MUSiC StUdEntS invitEd to itAly And ChinA
f
March 14 - 21, 2009
Rome • Perugia • Cortona • Assisi • Vatican City
A Companion Tour will be available to alumni, 
students, parents, faculty, staff and friends of the 
University! Make plans to join the Master Chorale 
on this historic tour. Enjoy the thrill of sacred music 
in the Basilica of St. Francis of Assisi and St. Peter’s 
Basilica while supporting the Fine Arts Department
For more information contact Institutional 
Advancement at 956-882-4322
TOUr wiTh The MaSTer 
ChOrale in iTaly
Students react to the announcement that 
they’ll be performing in Rome
The UTB/TSC Mariachi Escorpion hopes to 
give China a  taste of Hispanic culture
fACUlty pRofilE: jiM MillS
Mills is a member of the Brownsville Historical 
Association and South Texas Historical Association 
and, in the past, has been involved in the Palo Alto 
Battlefield National Historic Site, Gladys Porter 
Zoo and Arkansas Archaeological Society.
Mills has a Bachelor of Arts in History and a 
master’s degree in interdisciplinary studies in his-
tory from UTB/TSC.
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usic is connecting The University 
of Texas at Brownsville and Texas 
Southmost College to a southern 
Mexican state.
The Rio Bravo Percussion Ensemble received two 
marimbas in January that relatives of the Nandaya-
pa family made at their shop in Chiapa de Corzo, 
Chiapas, Mexico. Members of the family form 
Mariachi Nandayapa, which performed on the 
instruments January 25 at a show at Jacob Brown 
Auditorium.
The UTB/TSC ensemble’s marimbas debut was 
at the Mr. Amigo Luncheon during Brownsville’s 
Charro Days in late February.
 “It exposes the students to a different culture 
of music,” Thomas Nevill, an assistant professor in the 
fine arts department, said about the instruments.
The Mexican marimbas are made of cedar, pine 
and hormiguillo. Players use handmade mallets 
topped with rubber to produce a buzzing sound 
caused by the vibration of pig intestines in holes 
at the bottom of resonators.
Daniel Garcia, 23, a junior music education major 
from Donna, had never played on marimbas quite 
like the ones the Nandayapas made because his 
high school had a smaller metal and wood instrument.
“It brings more of an authentic feel to it,” Garcia 
said about the ensemble using the new instruments.
Nevill said the department welcomes donated 
instruments, like drums and cymbals, in good playing 
condition, for students to learn and play on.
Students Unveil 
Marimbas
usician and former Texas South-
most College student John Hunter 
is making his mark in Hollywood, 
where he recently composed the 
score for the upcoming Rob Sch-
neider comedy, “Big Stan.”
 It’s the latest accomplishment for this Browns-
ville native, who began his college education at TSC 
in 1987, and even penned the school song, “Hail 
the Orange and White.”
If you’ve heard commercials for McDonald’s, 
Pepsi, or the Texas Lottery, then you’re already 
familiar with Hunter’s Dallas-based business, Juniper 
Music Productions.
His Hollywood break came via a friendship with 
an Oscar-nominated composer, who suggested 
him for “Big Stan.” This con-man-goes-to-prison 
comedy is due out later this year.
“There are a million guys out there trying to break 
into the Hollywood music scene. To be able to do 
Since 2003, the Steinway concert grand piano 
has not only attracted internationally recognized 
pianists through the Steinway Concert Series ben-
efiting the Department of Fine Arts, but it also 
helped students channel more than 150 years of 
musical grandeur.
Jessica Martinez, a senior music education major, 
has performed during the Series since its launch, 
creating the opportunity to play on the handcrafted 
that from Dallas, I feel very blessed,” said Hunter, 
who worked closely with actor-director Schneider 
on “Big Stan.” “For my first major feature out of the 
gate, I probably couldn’t ask for much more.”
Hunter, who eventually graduated from Boston’s 
Berklee College of Music, said the solid foundation 
provided by TSC professors such as Terry Tom-
lin and Art Brownlow put him “leaps and bounds” 
ahead of many of his peers.
“When I was at TSC, I took everything for granted,” 
Hunter recalls. “It wasn’t until I got out and saw what 
was going on that I said, ‘Wow! I really got a great edu-
cation.’”
 Hunter, who also scored several Gorgas Science 
Foundation-sponsored nature films, is now col-
laborating on an international perfume commer-
cial featuring Naomi Watts, as well as working on 
his second Hollywood feature, “The Chosen One,” 
also starring Rob Schneider.
instrument hailed by composers and performers 
globally.
“The first time I played on the Steinway I was re-
ally excited. I knew it would be a different experi-
ence,” she said. “Not all pianos are the same.”  
In October 2003, the UTB/TSC’s music program 
received the nine-foot, $85,000 piano. Made of 
12,000 parts, handmade by 600 artisans, a Steinway 
is known for being the world’s finest piano.
To pay for the acquisition, the music program 
partnered with the Development Office to host 
the Steinway Series, which sponsored concerts to 
raise funds. Valley Coca-Cola Bottling Co. of McAl-
len presented the series with the support of several 
community members forming the Octave Circle.
“The series has been tremendously important for 
artists and audiences,” said Patron of the Arts direc-
tor Uzziel Guzman. “We’ve had the opportunity to 
hear some of the most remarkable pianists of our 
time that made us feel inspired to keep working 




AlUMni pRofilE: john hUntER
Summer ii/fall Registration 
Under Way
visit www.utb.edu
Enroll now in our 
nationally accredited 
fine Arts department.*




he UTB/TSC chess team is generating 
interest south of the border. Program 
representatives have traveled to three 
Mexican cities in the last year to pro-
mote the game and spread the word about the 
university’s program.     
Russell Harwood, chess program di-
rector and Gilberto Hernandez, the 
chess coach, traveled in March to Ciu-
dad Valles and Tamasopo, both in the 
Mexican state of San Luis Potosi.
 Their visit to Ciudad Valles coincid-
ed with the city’s annual spring festival.
“They had a tournament in the main pla-
za of Ciudad Valles on a Friday and Satur-
day,” Harwood said. “The top 20 finishers 
played Gilberto.”  
Hernandez, a chess grandmas-
ter and San Luis Potosi native, 
played all the winners at the 
same time. The players had the 
advantage of slowly thinking of 
their moves while Hernandez had to react quickly 
to keep pace. He won 18 matches and tied in the 
remaining ones.
The two also visited the Instituto de la Vera 
Cruz in Tamasopo where they continued working 
with 25 middle school children to teach 
chess. Harwood has visited the school 
twice before.              
 While in Tamasopo, Harwood 
and Hernandez were special guests at 
the city’s fair. The two watched the 
event’s parade and sat on stage with 
local dignitaries. Harwood said the two 
did not know about their appearances until 
the day of the event.
Harwood and Hernandez last trav-
eled in June 2007 to La Ciudad de los 
Niños, a school that was once 
an orphanage, in Monterrey, 
Nuevo Leon, Mexico. The 
school has about a thousand 





The award-winning UTB/TSC chess 
team will host two competitions later this year and 
in 2009 that will attract hundreds of players to South 
Texas.
“We look forward to the opportunity to show off 
our beautiful campus and familiarize more people 
with our outstanding chess program,” said Russell 
Harwood, chess program director. 
The university chess team will welcome more than 
700 youth participants age 18 and under to the United 
States Chess Federation National Youth Action in 
November at Jacob Brown Auditorium.
“The reason that it’s there (at the university) is 
because of the phenomenon of scholastic chess in the 
Brownsville area and the commitment UTB/TSC 
has,” said Jerry Nash, scholastic director for the United 
States Chess Federation in Crossville, Tenn.
Chess coach and Grandmaster Gilberto Hernandez 
said several competitors could come from Mexico 
because of their familiarity with the university and its 
program. 
The tournament is different from traditional 
chess competitions because games only last an 
hour. When the competition finishes, many com-
petitors will have played nine rounds in two days.
Hernandez said the shorter games are popular in 
Europe while the traditional 90-minute matches 
have more of a following in the United States.
The team also will host the North American Youth 
Chess Championships in July 2009, which is expect-
ed to bring in participants age 18 and younger from 
Bermuda, Canada, Mexico and the United States.
Last year’s competition in Aguascalientes, Mexi-
co, had about 175 participants, Harwood said.
He hopes Brownsville’s proximity to Mexico will help 
double the number of players converging on campus.
 “A lot of the kids from the Valley might partici-
pate,” Harwood said. “Instead of representing their 
school, they will represent their country.”
He said the Village at Fort Brown residential 
housing could be a low-cost alternative to hotels for 
many out-of-town visitors.
yoUng ChESS MindS to ConvERgE on CAMpUS
Chess Program Reaches 
Out South of the Border
UTB/TSC Chess coach Grandmaster  Gilberto 
Hernandez plays a tournament against 20 other players 
simultaneously at the Cuidad Valles spring festival
must learn chess from their teachers as part of the 
curriculum.
UTB/TSC program leaders found out about the 
school from four Monterrey engineers who visited 
Brownsville four years ago to learn how the univer-
sity’s chess program was developed. Harwood and 
Hernandez first visited the school in October 2006.    
They hope to make another trip to the Monterrey 
school to check on the teachers’ progress.
* UTB/TSC music majors and minors have 
more than quadrupled in the past 5 years  
* The program offers over a dozen 
ensemble opportunities
* Eight certifications and bachelor’s degrees 
are offered in music and music education, 
including four specialties.
 
* The first Master of Music in Music Education 
degree was awarded in spring 2008
* UTB/TSC has had a 100% pass rate on 
the Texas State Music Educator Exam since 
1997 
 
* The university’s fine arts department is 
the only institution south of San Antonio to 
have earned accreditation from the National 
Association of Schools of Music
SUMMER 2008 7
MUSiC in thE Mind
tudents have an unbeatable 100 
percent pass rate on the music 
portion of the state teacher cer-
tification test.
“As far as we are aware, UTB/
TSC is the only university in 
The University of Texas System and, quite possi-
bly, in the entire state whose students have main-
tained a 100 percent 
pass rate since our music 
degree was first offered,” 
says Dr. Carol McNabb 
Goodwin, associate pro-
fessor who teaches the 
capstone course for senior music majors.
“These test scores are a credit to the high-qual-
ity teaching of the entire music faculty and to the 
seriousness and dedication of our students.”
Students take the rigorous music portion of the 
TExES test when they want to become certi-
fied as elementary music specialists or to become 
school band, choir or orchestra directors.
UTB/TSC music majors are in high demand 
because of their stellar reputation, said Dr. Sue 
Zanne Urbis, who chairs the fine arts department. 
“The word is getting out beyond Brownsville. We 
have some wonderful students who choose to 
S
come here, from all over, and we get many calls 
from school districts looking for teachers.”
A key ingredient in UTB/TSC’s fine arts suc-
cess is the department’s capstone course, which 
helps students assemble all they’ve learned about 
music theory, history and teaching methods into 
a “coherent big picture.” The course is required 
for all senior music majors and also includes aural 
training and review for 
the music subjects por-
tion of the TExES.
 As the TExES be-
comes more rigorous 
each year, results from 
UTB/TSC are getting noticed. Goodwin, for 
example, was swamped with requests for teach-
ing materials after her lecture on theory-related 
aural skills at a recent national conference in San 
Antonio. 
“People are asking all over the state, ‘How can 
we use your teaching methods?’”  Goodwin said.
Team work is the key to helping students 
succeed, Urbis said. 
“We have very talented students, a very consistent 
curriculum, and the faculty works very hard 
together. It’s the students’ own initiative, their 
talent, and the guidance of the faculty.”
Students Keep Tempo on Test Scores
“We have very talented students, a 
very consistent curriculum and the 
faculty works very hard together.”
ational accreditation spells R-E-S-P-
E-C-T for The University of Texas 
at Brownsville and Texas Southmost 
College music program, which has 
earned the prestigious National Association of 
Schools of Music stamp of approval.
UTB/TSC is only the fifth institution in The 
University of Texas System to earn that distinction. 
It was one of only three successful programs out 
of 187 applicants nationwide in 2007, said Associ-
ate Professor Carol McNabb Goodwin.
National accreditation helps the university stay 
competitive in student and faculty recruitment, 
fundraising and job placement for graduates. 
An “ultra comprehensive” self-study process and 
two campus visits by the NASM staff led to the 
accreditation announcement in late 2007. Plans 
for The Arts Center, the music department’s new 
home, also factored into the positive review.
“When our visitors came in 2006, they were very, 
very impressed,” said Dr. Sue Zanne Urbis, chair 
of the fine arts program. “I think it was the talent 
of the students and the commitment of the faculty 
and administration to a high quality program.”
UTB/TSC’s music program includes opera, 
jazz, mariachi and other performing groups, six 
bachelor’s degrees and a master’s degree in music 
education, plus certificates in jazz and mariachi 
studies. Future plans call for a graduate program 
in musical performance.
Department Honored with 
National Accreditation
fASt fACtS: MUSiC pRogRAM
MARk yoUR CAlEndAR




October 16th -17th 
Pulitzer Prize-winning author and evolution-
ary biologist Jared Diamond asks the intriguing 
question: What makes societies dominate….
and fail? His best-seller, “Guns, Germs, and 
Steel: The Fates of Human Societies,” explores 
the geographical and environmental factors 
that shaped Civilization.
Jorge Torres, a music education major, student teaches 
at Crockett Elementary in Harlingen
What about research?
As institutions mature, their faculties tend to 
place an increasing focus on research and all that 
implies. Creating new knowledge draws grant dol-
lars and serves as the basis for graduate programs, 
which are generally research-based. Graduate stu-
dent growth, in turn, is a very valuable tool for fac-
ulty recruitment, thus closing the circle.
In the area of research growth, the best example 
is our new Science and Technology Learning Cen-
ter, a $33 million facility that was funded by the 
Texas Legislature through a tuition revenue bond. 
We’re fairly far along in designing the facility, al-
though the groundbreaking is still a ways off.
What about The Arts Center that 
recently broke ground?
This will be the crown jewel of the bond proj-
ects, bringing onto our campus the kind of facil-
ity our students both need and deserve — a place 
where instruction and performances can take 
place. The Arts Center will also serve the larger 
community by offering a top-flight venue for con-
certs, theater, and other performances. Certainly, 
there is nothing like it here in the Valley.
What else is on the horizon? 
In the next month or two, we anticipate announc-
ing the groundbreaking date for the Center for 
Early Childhood Studies.
One last project is the 80-acre Los Tomates Ban-
co property. We know we want to create a sports 
complex out there; but the first step in doing that is 
to bring in necessary infrastructure such as water, 
sewer, electricity, access roads, parking and securi-
ty. Right now, we’re working on the best way to pro-
ceed with the money we currently have available.
For more information about campus growth, go to 
www.utb.edu and click on Construction Projects.
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onstruction dust is flying at The 
University of Texas at Brownsville 
and Texas Southmost College. 
This summer heralds the milestone 
of having all 2004 bond-approved 
construction projects in progress 
simultaneously.
Can you give us some insight into 
the growth at UTB/TSC?
We look at growth in three categories: enroll-
ment, programs and research.
To accommodate larger numbers of students, 
we need more classrooms and libraries, more stu-
dent housing, recreational facilities and pre-school 
programs. 
The new classroom building will go a long way toward 
accommodating introductory classes with large num-
bers of students. Our new East Library will pro-
vide the technological support required for study 
and research, not to mention spectacular surround-
ings and even an Internet café. We are also directing 
some of the bond dollars toward upgrading our ex-
isting Oliveira Library.
There is a real need on our campus for an exer-
cise facility and a venue for intramural sports. The 
new REK Center will address those needs while, at 
the same time, serving as the new home for the De-
partment of Health and Human Performance.
How is program growth reflected 
in construction?
With regard to construction, program growth is 
perhaps best reflected in the $17 million worth of 
renovation at the ITEC Campus. Aside from the 
healthy commerce and business aspects of the fa-
cility, there are a number of programs that will be 
inaugurated there. These include a new communi-
cations laboratory complete with a television and 
radio studio where students will learn to produce, 
shoot, record and edit—everything that takes place 




Vice President for Partnership Affairs
Construction of the Recreation, Education and 
Kinesiology (REK) Center continues to progress 
as workers lay brick on the outside of the facility
off-CAMpUS gRoWth: UnivERSity REStoRES hiStoRiC hoME
Neglect and the ravages of time 
had taken their toll on the historic Kraigher 
House, making it a sad sight along Paredes 
Line Road in North Brownsville. 
Designed by famed architect Richard Neu-
tra, the 1937 Kraigher House was the first 
house in Texas designed in the International 
Style of modern architecture. It has the further 
distinction of being the only Neutra-designed 
single-family dwelling in Texas, and one of the 
few outside California.
“Brownsville came very close to losing an archi-
tectural gem,” said Larry Lof, director of the uni-
versity’s historic restoration program. “Literally, the 
only thing holding it up was the stucco.”
Encouraged by preservation-minded citizens, 
the city of Brownsville purchased the house and 
fenced it to ward off transients. As time passed, it 
became clear that the university could best handle 
such a delicate project.
“I thought we needed to look at the university’s 
track record of what it had done restoring some 
of the historical buildings downtown and on the 
campus,” said former Mayor Eddie Treviño. 
Lof ’s team of restoration carpenters, aided by 
students in the UTB/TSC historic building reha-
bilitation program, have recently completed this 
project and are now embarking on the Fort Brown 
Commandant’s House across from Gorgas Hall.
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Construction is well under way for 
projects funded through the 2004 bond
CAMpUS gRoWth:
George Kraigher builds house
The City of Brownsville purchases the house
Kraigher House is named to Texas’ Most 
Endangered Historic Places and to National 
Trust for Historic Preservation’s Eleven 
Most Endangered List
Brownsville City Commission approves 99-
year lease to UTB/TSC
City and UTB/TSC sign partnership agreement








dowment, the first for the university’s award win-
ning program. The company also gave $10,000 
for the Keppel AmFELS Youth Scholarship 
Endowment to support UTB/TSC students 
coming from state foster care.           
In January, the Robert J. Jr. and Helen C. 
Kleberg Foundation awarded $193,896 to the 
JASON Project and UTB/TSC Bahia Grande 
Restoration Project.     
The money will go 
toward several items, 
including an acoustic 
doppler water velocity 
meter to gather hydrol-
ogy data and a teleme-
tered rain gauge. The on-site field house at the Bahia 
Grande wetlands will get environmentally friendly 
improvements, including solar collector panels.       
The university used a $16,000 grant in March 
from the National Endowment for the Arts for its 
selection to the 2008 Big Read Initiative.           
Staff at the Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial Li-
brary worked with the Brownsville Independent 
his academic year has seen sizeable 
contributions from the business and 
foundation community to aid The 
University of Texas at Brownsville and 
Texas Southmost College’s educational mission.    
Keppel AmFELS, an offshore shipyard at the 
Port of Brownsville, announced in mid-Decem-
ber a $50,000 contribution to create the Kep-
pel AmFELS Brownsville 
Community Foundation 
Student Scholarship for 
Brownsville high school stu-
dents entering UTB/TSC.  
“Brownsville Community 
Foundation is proud to part-
ner with the university to support education in 
Brownsville. Thanks to the Keppel AmFELS En-
dowed Scholarship Fund of the Brownsville Com-
munity Foundation, we can help fulfill the dreams 
of students to get to college and find success,” said 
Apolonio Borrego, Foundation Board President.       
The company also contributed $10,000 to start 
the Keppel AmFELS Chess Scholarship En-
dEvElopMEnt boARd pRofilE: gigi hAbEt
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School District and Matamoros government, ed-
ucation and cultural leaders to promote Harper 
Lee’s Pulitzer Prize-winning “To Kill A Mock-
ingbird.” PowerPoint presentations, book discus-
sions and an airing of the movie at the Port Isabel 
Lighthouse highlighted March’s events.  
Valley Regional Medical Center on Alton 
Gloor in Brownsville continues to provide schol-
arships of $6,000 per semester for employees en-
rolled in nursing and allied health courses. The 
program is supported by the hospital’s auxiliary 
group made of volunteers. Scholarship money 
comes from sales in the hospital’s gift shop.
Growing up in Belize, Gigi Habet saw 
first-hand what a difference education can make in 
the lives of individuals and families.
Her mother began a schol-
arship program for deserv-
ing kids there, and Habet has 
continued and extended her 
family’s respect for education. 
She serves on The University of Texas at Browns-
ville Development Board, raising money for worth-
while education projects for which state funds are 
not available.
“I’ve witnessed a community where you have a lot 
of very bright people, but they are unable to achieve 
their full potential,” said Habet, who moved to 
Brownsville in 1997 with her cardiologist husband. 
The couple has two children.
“Now, I want to be a part of creating a university for 
this community that we can all be proud of,” said 
Habet. “I raised my kids in Brownsville. I just think 
it is important to give back to a community that’s 
been good to us.”
Habet says the growth of the 
university and its campus over the 
past decade has been “mindbog-
gling.” The work of the Develop-
ment Board is especially important now, she adds.
“I think the focus of the Development Board in 
the coming months is going to be the new Arts 
Center,” she said. “Anything the university does, 
you know it’s going to be first class. There is noth-
ing else like it south of San Antonio and Houston.”
Habet also works in the community on behalf of 
literacy and abused children, and she raises money 
for scholarships as a member of the Society of Our 
Lady Guadalupe.
“Thanks to the Keppel AmFELS 
Endowed Scholarship Fund, we can 
help fulfill the dreams of students to 
get to college and find success.”
t
Brownsville Community Foundation
“Anything the university 
does, you know it’s going 
to be first class.”
Contact Institutional Advancement at 
(956) 882-4322, for information on how 
to establish an endowment.
MoRE infoRMAtion
Retired pharmacist and business owner John Cantu of Austin wanted to 
honor his mother, Margaret Cantu, and the 100 years she nearly lived.
She lived in Cameron County most of her life and died in 2003 at the age 
of 99. She began a Head Start program for underprivileged children in La 
Feria in the 1950s.
Cantu pledged in 2007 to contribute $25,000 yearly to total $100,000 to 
begin the Cañas-Cantu Endowment Scholarship Fund at UTB/TSC. The 
scholarship is open to any student with at least a “C” average and is in good 
standing with the university.
“I noticed in spite of the fact that the Rio Grande Valley has changed a lot 
since I was young, in some aspects, it’s sort of stayed the same with respect 
to how hard it is for minorities to go to college and for someone to instill in 
them the desire to go,” Cantu said.
Cantu grew up in La Feria and Harlingen and graduated from Baylor Uni-
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Memorials & Scholarships  The memory of a loved one is all that remains for most. a gift bequest made in memory of friends, 
family or loved ones has two important facets: remembrance and perpetuity. The gratitude of hundreds of students is the sincerest 
acknowledgement of appreciation to all who have chosen to participate in their success while honoring those who they lost. To 
create a scholarship, or make a memorial gift or endowment, contact institutional advancement at (956) 882-4322.
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Scholarships
Accounting Education Foundation 
    of South Texas
AICPA Scholarship for Minority
    Accounting Students 
Air Force Society Scholarship
Horatio Alger Association Scholarship
Alpha Delta Kappa Scholarship
America-China Friendship Scholarship




Bettie Barnhill Bragg Textbook Scholarship Fund
Bay Area Sports Scholarship
Baytown Classroom Teachers 
    Association Scholarship
Brownsville Coffee Shop #2 Scholarship
Burger King Scholarship
Robert C. Byrd Scholarship
Cameron County Fair & Livestock Show
Capitol Group Companies, Inc. Scholarship
Catholic Daughters of America Scholarship
Dr. Lauro Cavazos Talent Scholarship
Central America Educational Scholarship
Mary Cecile Chambers Scholarship
Choctaw Nation Higher Education    
    Scholarship
Class of “2002” Scholarship
Clear Creek High School Scholarship
Coastal Conservation Association   
    Scholarship
Coca-Cola Foundation Scholars
Coca-Cola Scholarship Program
Conagra Foods Foundation Scholarship
Congressional Black Caucus Foundation, Inc.
Continental Scholarship Fund
Richard Cruz Painting Scholarship
Department of Public Safety Officers 
    Association Initial Education Scholarship
Datatel Scholars Foundation Scholarship
Dell Scholars Program
Dial Dunkin Scholarship
EMCOR Group, Inc. Scholarship
Filemon Vela Middle School PTA Scholarship
First Data Western Union Scholarship
Ford Salute to Education Scholarship
Ernesto Gamez, Jr. Law Firm Scholarship
GATES Millennium Scholars Scholarship
Patty & Matt Gorges Scholarship Fund
Helen Gough Foundation Scholarship
Harlingen CISD Scholarship Fund
Harlingen Educational Secretaries 
    Association Scholarship
Mary Lou Harllee Scholarship
Brothers of Faith’s Edelmiro Hernandez, Jr. 
Memorial Scholarship
Hidalgo Fund Scholarship
Hispanic College Fund, INC.
Hispanic Leadership Development Grant Fund
Hispanic Scholarship Fund (Cash awards)
Homer Fund Scholarship-SPA Inc.
Houston ISD-Booker T. Washington Scholarship
Hudson Music Drum Scholarship
IBC Scholarship
Improved Order of Redmen Scholarship Fund
Jones Memorial United Methodist 
    Church Scholarship
JW Nixon Orchestra Parents 
    Association Scholarship
Kenedy Memorial Foundation Scholarship
Keppel AmFELS, Inc. Engineering Scholarship
Lee Kirkpatrick Memorial Scholarship Fund
Knights of Columbus Scholarship
L&F Distributors, LTD Scholarship
Pamela Lang Scholarship
Laredo Independent School District Scholarship
Los Fresnos A.T.P.E. Scholarship
Los Fresnos High School Scholarship
Lower Valley Chapter 313 of the Society 
    for Humanity
Eddie Lucio Scholarship Fund
McDonald’s Scholarship
Mercedes Independent School District
Metro Employee Assoc. Scholarship
Don Miller Scholarship Fund
Mission Presbytery Scholarship
Monster MED Imaging Educators Scholarship
Montessori School Scholarship
Moody Foundation of Galveston Scholarship
Mr. B Motor Company Scholarship
NCLB Parental Involvement College Scholarship
Robert Noyce Scholarship
PacifiCare Foundation & Latino Health 
Scholarship
Pan American Round Table Scholarship
Pan American Golf Association
Path to School Fund of the Harvest of Hope 
Foundation Scholarship
Pizza Hut Scholarship
Port Isabel High School Scholarship
Port Isabel Rotary Club Scholarship
Raymondville High School Scholarship
Rio Hondo High School Scholarship
Rotary Club of Brownsville-Sunrise
Saint-Gobain Abrasives Brownsville
San Benito B.P.O. Elks No 1661
San Benito CISD Scholarship Fund
A. R. Sanchez Scholarship (IBC)
SBC/AT&T Foundation Scholarship Program
Sembradores Unidos Scholarship
Simon Rivera High School Scholarship
Sons of the American Legion Scholarship
South Texas Higher Education Foundation 
St. Andrews Episcopal Church Scholarship
St. Luke’s Catholic Church Scholarship
Staff Senate Book Allowance Scholarship
South Texas Academic Rising Scholars  
    Foundation Scholarship
Jack Sullivan Memorial Scholarship Fund
Sun Trust Scholarship
Texas Grocery & Convenience 
    Association Scholarship
Texas Gulf Surfing Association Scholarship
Texas Housing Association Scholarship
Texas Ranger Association Scholarship
Texas TSA, Inc. Scholarship
The Lightfoot Foundation Scholarship
The Sallie Mae Fund
Three Affiliated Tribes’ Higher Education Grant
Texas International Fishing Tournament  
    Scholarship
Tylenol Scholarship Program
U.S. Judo Federation Scholarship Program
United Blood Services Scholarship
United Transportation Union Scholarship
Valley Athletic Trainers Association Scholarship
Valley Diagnostic Medical Foundation  
    Excellence Scholarship
Valley Regional Medical Center Auxiliary  
    Scholarship
Valley Telephone Cooperative 
    Scholarship Program
Valley Alliance of Mentors for Opportunity  
    Scholarship
Sergeant Andrew Wallace 
    Scholarship-OSHKOSH
Wal-Mart Foundation Scholarship
Dr. Charley Wootan Grant Program
WWM Realty Group/R&S 
    Apartments INC. Scholarship
Zonta International Club of Brownsville  
    Scholarship
Margaret C. and Juan Maximo Cantu, parents of John Cantu, instilled the importance 
of education for the underprivileged in John as he grew up. He memorialized his mother’s 
memory by starting the Cañas-Cantu Endowment Scholarship Fund. 
More than you imagine.
Utb/tSC fall Registration is Under Way
Popular progams fill up quickly, so register now! 
To apply or re-apply, just call new Student relations at 
(956) 882-8860, or go to www.utb.edu.
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